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Overview 

The Nat ional Counci l  for Graduate Entrepreneurship (NCGE) and the Ewing Mar ion 

Kauffman Foundat ion (EMKF) jo ined together in 2007 with the UK government to  

develop the NCGE-Kauffman Entrepreneurship Fe l lowship (NKEF).  The NKEF is  

designed to enable science, engineering and technology students and postgraduates 

to develop their  entrepreneur ia l  sk i l ls and ideas, competences and capabi l i t ies for  

start ing a bus iness. The NKEF offers a 6 month placement  in the United States with  

some of  America ’s most innovat ive entrepreneuria l  th inkers,  experts,  universi t ies 

and businesses.  

 

2009 Introduction  

Fol lowing two successful  rounds of  the NCGE-Kauffman Entrepreneursh ip 

Fel lowship,  the Nat ional Counci l  for Graduate Entrepreneurship  and the Ewing 

Mar ion Kauffman Foundat ion are pleased to announce that the NKEF wi l l  aga in be 

of fered in 2008-2009. The 2009 NKEF wi l l  p rovide you with the opportunity to turn 

your sc ient i f ic and technical expert ise towards creat ing an innovat ive business with  

guidance f rom leading entrepreneurs,  scholars and experts.  Latest  informat ion about  

the NKEF is ava i lable on http:/ /www.fly ingstart-

ncge.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=26&Itemid=92  or  

a l ternat ive ly go to www.flyingstart-ncge.com  and cl ick on Fe l lows tab. 

 

Each UK Univers i ty has been asked to nominate indiv iduals for  the NKEF. The 

universi ty that  selects  you wi l l  ass ist  you with appropr iate and suff ic ient  business 

and product  development support .  The nature of  th is commitment  and re levant ro les 

and responsib i l i t ies are out l ined in th is document but are indiv idua l ly determined by 

each univers i ty.    

 

What is involved? 

The NKEF prov ides the opportunity for you to part ic ipate in a programme which aims 

to help entrepreneur ia l  students and postgraduates who have excel led in  

engineering,  sc ience or technology, bet ter  understand how they can move the i r  

ideas and innovat ions into the marketplace, thereby turn ing thei r  technica l sk i l ls and 

knowledge to the creat ion of  new innovat ive high- impact start -up company.  
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You wi l l  spend t ime in the UK prepar ing for a US placement.  The UK port ion of  

NKEF is  part - t ime f rom Ju ly  2008 – January 2009. During th is t ime you wi l l  work on 

developing your business concept  with the support  of  your sponsor univers i ty.  You 

wi l l  a lso  at tend 1 induct ion sess ion and 2 development  sessions in the UK, which 

wi l l  p rov ide preparat ion for the 6 month US port ion of  the Fe l lowship.  

 

 

The US port ion is fu l l - t ime for 6 months f rom mid January 2009 unt i l  mid June 2009 

during which t ime you wi l l  receive educat ion and tra in ing f rom a wide range of  

experts.  Th is port ion o f  the Fel lowship invo lves:  

• 5 weeks based at  the Kauffman Foundat ion in Kansas City ,  Missour i  

acquir ing s ignif icant knowledge about ent repreneursh ip and i ts pract ice in  

the US.  www.kauffman.org   

• 2-3 weeks t rave l to the West and East Coasts of  the US vis i t ing selected 

universi ty cent res where Fel lows are exposed to further entrepreneurship  

educat ion with leading US educators.   

• 12 week in-company internships with a  US ent repreneur or  innovat ive 

business.   

• A f inal week of  t ra in ing at  the Kauffman Foundat ion in Kansas City ,  Missour i  

before returning to the UK in June.  

 

 

Costs 

Your sponsor univers i ty wi l l  ass ist  you with reasonable costs incurred to at tend 

interviews and t ra in ing in the UK.  

 

Reasonable costs associated with the t ime in the US, such as t ravel to the US,  

programme-related t ravel and accommodat ion whi le in  the US and programme-

related costs such as those re lated to obta in ing a visa and insurance requi red under 

the condit ions of  the visa,  wi l l  be covered.  Also,  a smal l  sum wi l l  be avai lable to  
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cover reasonable l iv ing costs such as food and personal expenses. The payment of  

costs are at  the d iscre t ion of  NCGE and the Kauffman Foundat ion.  

 

Univers i ty sponsors agree to:  

• Cover prospect ive app l icants’  t rave l expenses to at tend interviews during the 

select ion process. Interv iews are held in late  May 2008 – detai led dates are 

below.  

• Provide, between Ju ly 2008 and January 2009, intensive bus iness support  fo r  

their  sponsored student and wi l l  a lso cover the cost  of  t ravel l ing to and from 

the induct ion meet ing and 2 other developmental meet ings held in  the UK – 

more deta i l  can be found in the sect ion headed Univers i ty Requirements.  

 

 

NKEF Administration 

The NCGE and the Kauffman Foundat ion wi l l  administer the NKEF.   Fel lows wi l l  be 

hosted in the US by the Kauffman Foundat ion on a J-1 t ra in ing v isa.   Informat ion 

about the visa sponsor and the visa appl icat ion process wi l l  be provided at  the 

Induct ion sess ion in London. 

 

Application Process 

The appl icat ion process for the NKEF consists of  2 stages.  

Stage 1:  

• Your Universi ty wi l l  ident i fy and nominate candidates.  I f  you are nominated 

you wi l l  be  asked to complete an onl ine appl icat ion  form.  The onl ine 

appl icat ion form is  avai lab le at  www.f lyingstart-ncge.com – you cannot 

apply without un iversi ty sponsorship .  

 

Stage 2:  

• A long- l ist  of  candidates wi l l  be se lected by a panel cons ist ing of  NCGE and 

Kauffman representat ives;    

• Each long l is ted candidate wi l l  be invi ted to interview in London – dates are 

l is ted below;  
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• The interv iew panel wi l l  cons ist  of  the NKEF Directors,  a Vice-Chance l lo r  

Representat ive,  and a leading UK entrepreneur;   

• Fel lows wi l l  be requi red to provide addi t ional documentat ion to support  your  

appl icat ion;  t ranscrip t  of  marks;  CV; personal and profess ional  let ters of  

reference; inte l lectua l  property ownership  declarat ion statement pr ior  to 

interview. The t ime between being short  l is ted and interview is short  so i t  is  

important you have these documents organ ised in advance.  

• Successfu l  Fe l lows wi l l  be not i f ied on the 2nd  June. Fol low-up on-campus 

vis i ts  are  held during the weeks of  9 t h  to the 20 t h  June and f ina l  

announcement of  conf irmed Fel lows made on 1 s t  Ju ly,  wh ich is the of f ic ia l  

start  date for the 2008-2009 NKEF which is  1 s t  July 2008. The of f ic ia l  end 

date of  the Fel lowship is 30 t h  June 2009.  

 

Timelines 

The fo l lowing t imel ines apply for the 2008-2009 NCGE-Kauffman Entrepreneurship  

Fel lowship:  

 

Stage 1  

First  stage appl icat ion 
Univers i t ies to submit  appl icat ions on l ine v ia 
web si te  

 
Deadline: 5:00pm 2nd  May 2008  

Not i f icat ion of  second stage interview and 
request fo r deta i led  appl ica t ion form – 
submit ted v ia emai l  

 
5:00pm 9 t h  May 2008 

 

 

Stage 2  

Second stage submiss ion of  documentat ion – 
draf t  business plan, t ranscr ipts of  marks and 
CV, let ters of  reference 

 
Deadline: 5:00pm  19 t h  May 2008  

Second Stage Interviews  
To be held  in London at  venue to be 
conf i rmed 

 
Mon. 19 t h ,  Tues. 20 t h  and Wed.21 s t   
May 2008 

 
Not i f icat ion of  successful  Fe l lows 
 

 
Deadline: 5:00pm  2nd  June 2008 

Campus v is i ts – ons i te v is i ts with Fe l lows 
and Univers i ty  Mentors and NKEF 
representa t ives 

 
Weeks o f  9 t h  June to 20 t h  June 2008 
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Public announcement of Fellows and 
official  start date for NKEF 2008/9 
 

1st July 2008 

 
Fel lows Induct ion Sess ion  
Overn ight in UK locat ion – two nights  

 
21 s t  ,22nd  ,  23 r d  July 2008  
 

 

 

Universi ty Sponsorship Requirements 

 

Your univers i ty  sponsor commits  to provid ing you wi th:  

• A universi ty mentor who can ass ist  you to develop your product idea.   

• The universi ty wi l l  fac i l i tate the work of  you and your mentor in a proact ive  

way, ensuring that  you meet Fe l lowship goals  and responsibi l i t ies.   

• Physical support  faci l i t ies,  i f  necessary,  e.g.  a hot desk or equivalent with in  

an incubator  space, or  desk in post -graduate  centre of f ice.  

• The univers i ty  wi l l  p rovide f inanc ia l  support  to you to  cover your t ravel costs  

to at tend 2nd  stage select ion interviews in London.  

• I f  you are selected to be a 2009 Fel low, your un iversi ty sponsor wi l l  

re imburse you for reasonable t ravel costs  for you to at tend a 2 night/3 day 

induct ion sess ion and 2 other development  sess ions.  Accommodat ion and 

subsis tence for a l l  sessions is prov ided by NKEF.   

 

Candidate Eligibi l i ty Requirements 

To be considered for a  Fel lowship:  

• Be a current student,  e i ther undergraduate  or post-graduate,  of  an Engl ish  

universi ty who has excel led in  sc ience,  technology,  or eng ineer ing and who 

ideal ly wi l l  complete their  studies in 2008 or 2009. Candidates wi l l  ideal ly  

be wi th in 1  year of  complet ing the ir  degree and have some pro fessiona l  

experience re lated to their  business idea.  I f  the appl icant wi l l  be more than 

one year out of  a degree program by the start  of  the program they wi l l  be 

requi red to provide documentat ion of  at  least  one year of  work experience 

re lated to thei r  intended f ie ld.  

• Be an EU nat iona l and el ig ib le to t ravel to the US.  
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• For visa  purposes, be 21 years of  age or o lder by January 1,  2009.  I f  you 

have been to the US on a J-1 t ra in ing v isa before part ic ipat ion may not be 

possib le but evaluat ion wi l l  take place on a case by case basis.   You must  

be able to demonstrate intent to return to your home country and be wi l l ing  

and able to adhere to US v isa requi rements.  

• Have a clear product which is beyond in i t ia l  design stage but is pre-concept  

funding stage. You should be beyond the ‘def in ing the concept ’  s tage and in 

to the ‘deve loping the concept ’  stage. Please contact  your un ivers i ty or a  

NKEF Director shou ld you have any quest ions about th is.  

• Be commit ted to  start ing  your bus iness in the UK with in two years of  

comple t ing the Fel lowship.  

• Rel ish the opportunity for scholar ly study of  the new venture creat ion process 

and also be in terested in how to make your business a globa l success.  

• Be able to demonstra te matur i ty and leadership ,  as wel l  as your  abi l i ty to 

embrace new ideas, approaches, and at t i tudes. 

• Be prepared to undertake considerable study, reading, and preparat ion for  

your t ime in the US. The expectat ion is that  you wi l l  adhere to the terms of  

the J1 t ra in ing v isa –  further  informat ion about the nature  and requ irements 

of  the visa  are avai lable  f rom 

http:/ /www.ail f .org/exchange/applytoprogram.shtml  .   

• You wi l l  not  necessar i ly have appl ied for patent protect ion but as a minimum 

be in the ‘ invest igat ion stage’ of  f i l ing an appl icat ion for a patent – i f  

re levant  to the product.  In order to be considered for the Fe l lowship,  NKEF 

must be reasonably assured that candidates have the fac i l i ty,  and/or  

support  f rom the universi ty,  to proceed with the patent process for thei r  

product.  I t  must be clear where ownership of  re levant inte l lectual  property  

resides, though i t  does not matter i f  th is is  with the indiv idual or  with the 

universi ty.  I f  i t  is  current ly not  c lear as to  ownersh ip of  IP but  negot iat ions  

are underway and are ongoing, the candidate wi l l  st i l l  considered for a  

Fel lowship,  however the issue of  ownersh ip is requ ired to be reso lved pr ior 

to conf i rmat ion of  a Fe l lowship.  

• Each Fel low and Universi ty sponsor wi l l  be asked to ver i fy the ownership of  

any IP involved in the product pr io r to commencement of  the Fel lowship.   



[Type text]  

 

NCGE- Kauffman Entrepreneurship Fellowship 2009  8 

 

• Be prepared to respect conf ident ia l i ty and adhere to non-disc losure 

agreements.  

• Be wi l l ing to  share your experience with o thers in your sponsor univers i ty  

with  a v iew to engendering a  s imi lar dynamic cu lture  of  ent repreneurship  as 

in the US.  

 

What is expected of Fellows? 

The Fe l lowship is,  we bel ieve, a  once in a  l i fe -t ime opportun ity  to exper ience the 

entrepreneuria l  cu l ture  and mindset of  some of  the leading sc ience,  technology and 

engineering entrepreneurs in the UK and US. The Fel lowship is internat ional in  

out look and so you wi l l  be expected to embrace new ideas,  new approaches, new 

at t i tudes and be l iefs as you deve lop as both a scholar and a nascent entrepreneur.   

 

We do not  necessari ly expect  you to  know very much about business or 

entrepreneurship .  However,  we do expect that  your  technica l and sc ient i f ic 

capabi l i t ies wi l l  be wel l  developed and for you to have a c lear product idea.  

 

You can expect  to be chal lenged about  your  business product idea in a construct ive 

and empower ing way. This cha l leng ing process is an integral  part  of  the 

development of  a robust business concept and is mani fest  in engaging in  

quest ioning of  a l l  aspects of  the concept.  Throughout th is period of  quest ioning and 

chal lenge,  you wi l l  have the opportun ity  to develop your idea with the input and 

support  of  mentors,  a leading team of experts and you wi l l  a lso  be able to gain 

valuable input and learn f rom other Fel lows!  

 

Overa l l ,  the NKEF is a chal lenging and unique opportunity to broaden your mind,  

and to develop and expand your entrepreneuria l  mind set .  Acqu ir ing new sk i l ls,  

knowledge and expert ise wi l l  be a major part  of  your work dur ing the 6 month 

placement  in the US.  

 

Once you have commit ted to part ic ipate in the Fel lowship you wi l l  be expected to:  

• Engage fu l ly in a l l  aspects of  the Fel lowship,  inc luding UK and US tra in ing 

and educat ion,  and company placement .   



[Type text]  

 

NCGE- Kauffman Entrepreneurship Fellowship 2009  9 

 

• Complete and commit  to develop ing your idea fu l ly.  Whi le  some deviat ion and 

adaptat ion to your or ig inal idea is expected, what wi l l  not  be expected is  a  

comple te or s ign if icant  change in bus iness focus.  

• Conduct yourse lf  in  a profess ional,  interdependent and business- l ike manner.  

• Fulf i l  commitments that  you wi l l  be asked to make with respect to prov id ing 

informat ion for moni tor ing,  evaluat ion and publ ic  re lat ions purposes. 

• Communicate in a professiona l manner.  

 

What can Fellows expect from the NKEF? 

Conf ident ia l i ty:  The Fel lowship is conducted with the ethos that  your ideas and 

products are t reated in  a conf ident ia l  manner.  Where poss ib le and appropr iate those 

indiv iduals who wi l l  work with you f rom t ime to t ime wi l l  be asked to sign non-

disc losure agreements.  However,  conf ident ia l i ty cannot be guaranteed. At the early  

stages of  the NKEF al l  possib le care wi l l  be taken to ensure that  the indiv iduals with 

whom you work wi l l  keep your idea protected. Al l  members of  the NKEF team have 

signed non-d isc losure agreements.   

 

Communicat ion:  We wi l l  be t ransparent and forthr ight  in our communicat ions with  

you so that  you wi l l  be  informed about a l l  aspects of  the programme of act iv i ty.   

 

Management:  The NKEF team wi l l  manage al l  aspects of  the Fel lowship and wi l l  

provide the overarch ing guidance for your t ime and act iv i ty with in the boundaries of  

the Fel lowship.  Visa regulat ions and requ irements wi l l  be fu l ly expla ined to you 

should you be selected.  

 

Support :  Throughout your t ime in the NKEF you wi l l  rece ive support  f rom both the 

UK and US teams.   

 

Your univers i ty  is  expected to provide you with ass istance to at tend at  the interv iew 

stage should you be selected. They wi l l  a lso seek to assist  i f  you are selected for  

the Fel lowship.  
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Should you have any quest ions at  th is po int ,  we suggest that  you contact  someone 

from the NKEF UK team; contact  detai ls are at  the end of  th is document.  

 

 

D i sc la imer :  Th is  documen t  does  no t  const i tu te  a  con t rac t  o r  an  o f fe r  to  make a  con t rac t  and  

NCGE or  t he  Kauf fman Foundat ion  reserve  the  r igh t  t o  mod i fy  t h i s  document  o r  change the  

substance,  con ten t  o r  na tu re  o f  the  p rogramme a t  any  t ime .  
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NCGE-Kauffman Entrepreneurship Fellowship 2008 - 2009 

 

General Contact Detai ls and Information 

 

The NCGE-Kauffman Entrepreneurship Fellowship is managed and supported by an international 

partnership;   

• National Council for Graduate Entrepreneurship are based in Birmingham, UK  

• Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation based in the Kansas City, Missouri, USA. 

 

National Council for Graduate Entrepreneurship - UK: 

Director:   Dr. Lorna Collins  lorna.collins@ncge.org.uk t: 07850 682 833 
 
Administrator:               Ellen Jackson  ellen.jackson@ncge.org.uk     t: 0121 380 3545 
 
National Council for Graduate Entrepreneurship  
3 Priestley Wharf,  
Holt Street 
Birmingham,  
B7 4BN 
www.ncge.com  
 
 
 

Kauffman Foundation – US: 

 

Director:   Dr. Wendy Torrance wtorrance@kauffman.org t: 001-816-932-1074 

Administrator:  Nancy Walker  nwalker@kauffman.org  t: 001-816-932-1074 
 

Global Scholars Program 
Kauffman Foundation 
4801 Rockhill Road 
Kansas City MO 64110 
www.kauffman.org 
 

 

Online information is available at  

http://www.flyingstart-ncge.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=26&Itemid=92   

or go to www.flyingstart-ncge.com and click on the Fellows tab. 

 

 


